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we had almost four times as many worthy re-
quests as we had tax credits.

Now, my attitude, and Harry’s attitude, is
that if an American company wants to create
jobs and grow, we should be there to help them
do it. So that’s why I’m urging Congress to in-
vest $5 billion more in these kinds of clean en-
ergy manufacturing tax credits, more than dou-
bling the amount that we made available last
year. And this investment would generate near-
ly 40,000 jobs and $12 billion or more in private
sector investment, which could trigger an addi-
tional 90,000 jobs.

Now, I’m gratified that this initiative is draw-
ing support from Members of Congress from
both sides of the aisle, including Republican
Senators Richard Lugar and Orrin Hatch. Un-
fortunately, that kind of bipartisanship has been
absent on a lot of efforts that Harry and I have
taken up over the past year and a half.

We fought to keep Nevada teachers and fire-
fighters and police officers on the job and to ex-
tend unemployment insurance and COBRA so
folks have health insurance while they’re look-
ing for work. We fought to stop health insur-
ance companies from dropping your coverage
on the basis of preexisting conditions or right
when you get sick or placing lifetime limits on
the amount of care that you can receive.

We fought to eliminate wasteful subsidies
that go to banks that were acting as unnecessary
middlemen for guaranteed student loans from
the Federal Government, and as a conse-
quence, freed up tens of billions of dollars that
are now going directly to students, which means
more than a million students have access to fi-
nancial aid that they didn’t have before.

And we’re now on the cusp of enacting Wall
Street reforms that will empower consumers
with clear and concise information that they
need to make financial decisions that are best

for them and to help prevent another crisis like
this from ever happening again and putting an
end to some of the predatory lending and the
subprime loans that had all kinds of fine print
and hidden fees that have been such a burden
for the economy of a State like Nevada and ha-
ven’t been fair to individual consumers in the
process.

So that’s what Harry and I fought for. And
frankly, at every turn we’ve met opposition and
obstruction from a lot of leaders across the aisle.
And that’s why I’m glad I’ve got a boxer in the
Senate who is not afraid to fight for what he be-
lieves in. And Harry and I are going to keep on
fighting until wages and incomes are rising and
businesses are hiring again right here in Nevada
and Americans are headed back to work again
and we’ve recovered from this recession and
we’re actually rebuilding this economy stronger
than before. That’s what we’re committed to
doing.

So, Nevada, I know we’ve been through
tough times. And not all the difficult days are
behind us. There are going to be some tough
times to come. But I can promise you this: We
are headed in the right direction. We are mov-
ing forward. We are not going to move back-
wards.

And I’m absolutely confident that if we keep
on moving forward, if we refuse to turn back-
wards, if we’re willing to show the same kind of
fighting spirit as Harry Reid has shown through-
out his career, then out of this storm brighter
days are going to come.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:33 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Neal J. Smatresk, presi-
dent, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

The President’s Weekly Address
July 10, 2010

Last weekend, on the Fourth of July, Mi-
chelle and I welcomed some of our extraordi-
nary military men and women and their families
to the White House.

They were just like the thousands of Active
Duty personnel and veterans that I’ve met
across this country and around the globe:
proud, strong, determined men and women
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with the courage to answer their country’s call
and the character to serve the United States of
America.

Because of that service, because of the honor
and heroism of our troops around the world,
our people are safer, our Nation is more secure,
and we are poised to end our combat mission in
Iraq by the end of August, completing a draw-
down of more than 90,000 troops since last Jan-
uary.

Still, we are a nation at war. For the better
part of a decade, our men and women in uni-
form have endured tour after tour in distant and
dangerous places. Many have risked their lives.
Many have given their lives. And as a grateful
nation, humbled by their service, we can never
honor these American heroes or their families
enough.

Just as we have a solemn responsibility to
train and equip our troops before we send them
into harm’s way, we have a solemn responsibili-
ty to provide our veterans and wounded war-
riors with the care and benefits they’ve earned
when they come home. That’s our sacred trust
with all who serve, and it doesn’t end when
their tour of duty does.

To keep that trust, we’re building a 21st-cen-
tury VA, increasing its budget and ensuring the
steady stream of funding it needs to support
medical care for our veterans. To help our veter-
ans and their families pursue a college educa-
tion, we’re funding and implementing the post-
9/11 GI bill. To deliver better care in more plac-
es, we’re expanding and increasing VA health
care, building new wounded warrior facilities,
and adapting care to better meet the needs of
female veterans. To stand with those who sacri-
fice, we’ve dedicated new support for wounded
warriors and the caregivers who put their lives
on hold for a loved one’s long recovery. And to
do right by our vets, we’re working to prevent
and end veteran homelessness. Because in the
United States of America, no one who served in
our uniform should sleep on our streets.

We also know that for many of today’s troops
and their families, the war doesn’t end when
they come home. Too many suffer from the sig-
nature injuries of today’s wars: posttraumatic
stress disorder and traumatic brain injury. And

too few receive the screening and treatment
they need.

Now, in past wars, this wasn’t something
America always talked about. And as a result,
our troops and their families often felt stigma-
tized or embarrassed when it came to seeking
help. Today, we’ve made it clear up and down
the chain of command that folks should seek
help if they need it. In fact, we’ve expanded
mental health counseling and services for our
vets.

But for years, many veterans with PTSD who
have tried to seek benefits—veterans of today’s
wars and earlier wars—have often found them-
selves stymied. They’ve been required to pro-
duce evidence proving that a specific event
caused their PTSD. And that practice has kept
the vast majority of those with PTSD who
served in noncombat roles, but who still waged
war, from getting the care they need.

Well, I don’t think our troops on the battle-
field should have to keep notes just in case they
need to apply for a claim. And I’ve met enough
veterans to know that you don’t have to engage
in a firefight to endure the trauma of war. So
we’re changing the way things are done.

On Monday, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, led by Secretary Ric Shinseki, will begin
making it easier for a veteran with PTSD to get
the benefits he or she needs. This is a long-
overdue step that will help veterans not just of
the Afghan and Iraq Wars, but generations of
their brave predecessors who proudly served
and sacrificed in all our wars.

It’s a step that proves that America will al-
ways be there for our veterans, just as they’ve
always been there for us. We won’t let them
down. We take care of our own. And as long as
I’m Commander in Chief, that’s what we’re go-
ing to keep doing. Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:40 p.m. on July 9 in the Library at the
White House for broadcast on July 10. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on July 9, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on July 10. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address.
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Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Srebrenica Genocide
July 11, 2010

On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of
the genocide at Srebrenica and on behalf of the
United States, I join my voice with those who
are gathered to mourn a great loss and to reflect
on an unimaginable tragedy.

Fifteen years ago today, despite decades of
pledges of “never again,” 8,000 men and boys
were murdered in these fields and hills. They
were brothers, sons, husbands, and fathers, and
they all became victims of genocide. I have said,
and I believe, that the horror of Srebrenica was
a stain on our collective conscience. We honor
their memories and grieve with their families as
many of them are laid to rest here today. They
were people who sought to live in peace and
had relied on the promise of international pro-
tection, but in their hour of greatest need, they
were left to fend for themselves. Only those of
you who suffered through those days, who lost
loved ones, can comprehend the unspeakable
horror. You have carried this burden and live
with pain and loss every moment of your lives.

This atrocity galvanized the international
community to act to end the slaughter of civil-
ians, and the name Srebrenica has since served
as a stark reminder of the need for the world to
respond resolutely in the face of evil. For 15
years, the United States has joined with you to
foster peace and reconciliation in this troubled
land. We recognize that there can be no lasting

peace without justice, and we know that we will
all be judged by the efforts we make in pursuit
of justice for Srebrenica’s victims and those who
mourn them. Justice must include a full ac-
counting of the crimes that occurred, full iden-
tification and return of all those who were lost,
and prosecution and punishment of those who
carried out the genocide. This includes Ratko
Mladic, who presided over the killings and re-
mains at large. The United States calls on all
governments to redouble their efforts to find
those responsible, to arrest them, and to bring
them to justice. In so doing, we will honor Sre-
brenica’s victims and fulfill our moral and legal
commitments to end impunity for crimes of
such awful magnitude.

We have a sacred duty to remember the cru-
elty that occurred here and to prevent such
atrocities from happening again. We have an
obligation to victims and to their surviving fami-
ly members. And we have a responsibility to fu-
ture generations all over the globe to agree that
we must refuse to be bystanders to evil; when-
ever and wherever it occurs, we must be pre-
pared to stand up for human dignity.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
the memory of all those who rest here.

NOTE: The statement referred to former Bos-
nian Serb army commander Ratko Mladic.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Leonel Fernandez Reyna of the
Dominican Republic
July 12, 2010

President Obama. Hello, everybody. Good
afternoon. President Fernandez and I just had
an excellent conversation. We first met and, I
think, forged a good working relationship and
friendship at the Summit of the Americas last
year. And we have built on that relationship, as
have our respective administrations, on a whole
host of issues.

We had a wide-ranging discussion. One of
the first messages I wanted to deliver was my

appreciation for the role that the Dominican
Republic played in helping the international
community respond to the crisis in Haiti after
the devastating earthquake there. And I think
that the Dominican Republic’s role, President
Fernandez’s role in particular, in helping to fa-
cilitate a rapid response was extraordinarily im-
portant. It saved lives, and it continues, as we
look at how we can reconstruct and rebuild in
Haiti in a way that is good not only for the
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